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This year’s first news letter a review of events at Croft. Any contributions for future editions are 
welcome. If you have a story to tell, sponsor to mention etc then either PM me on the forum or 
better still email me at mark.jordan@dpmcc.co.uk 
 
 
Club News 
 
 
Not a lot of People know this 
But if you are under 16 years of age on the day of the meeting you get 25% of your entry. Speak 
to Jim about details and the classes you would be eligible for. 
Also competitors having to travel from the more distant locations such as Ireland, Scotland, the 
Isle of Man and the Continent (remember your passport) should have a chat with Jim. The club 
does what it can to help out. 
 
The New Classes 
I look’s like the new 675 Allcomers and reducing the cost of the second class to £30/day were a 
resounding success.  
 
Mini-Thunderbikes also went down well and mixing the class with the F400 on this occasion didn’t 
seem to cause any problems. The reason the classes were mixed was, because it was 
Mini-Thunderbike rider, youngster Connor Ward’s first ever race and the club thought it would be 
safer for him to be in with the 400’s were speeds are a little lower than in with the Thunderbikes. 
 
On a Serious Note 
Deliberate wheelies are not allowed doesn’t matter who you are. At Croft coming out of the hairpin 
the front will lift that is ok. But it should be down on the deck well before the start line. A certain 
gentleman known for his post race exuberance will be getting more than his wrist slapped.   
 
Bits fall off machines – they shouldn’t, but they do. Riders need to take care to make sure that 
everything is secure. Luke Tansley was badly injured when an exhaust came off the bike in front 
and hit his hand. Get well soon Luke. 
 
Photos 
Richard Glover www.photobikes.com has kindly provided the photos. In future editions if you have 
any photos you would like to include please send them to me and I will try to get them in.  
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Next Event 
Cadwell Park   2 nd/3rd May 
For entry information contact 
Race Director   - Jim Hinchliff 01623 636880 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Visit the circuit website for local info http://www.cadwellmsv.com/cadwell-park/index.asp 
 
Copyright  - Motor Sport Vision Limited 
 
Note we are using the full circuit
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Derby Phoenix MCC, Croft, 27 th/28th March 
 
With track time at Croft being limited, the regular Phoenix grid was swollen by a number 
of national Super Stock competitors. Cheeky Irishman John Simpson (Trickbits Triumph 
675) made the most of the fine weather during Derby Phoenix’s season opener at Croft. 
Simpson won Saturday’s 675 Allcomers and F600 races on his Super Stock machine and 
set a new club 600 lap record. With Simpson not racing on the Sunday, Jonathan Dixon 
(Yamaha 600) took control of the first race, his task made easier as last year’s winner at 
Croft and former lap record holder, Mike McLean (Yamaha 600), collided with Dominic 
Usher (Yamaha 600) going into the Complex. This allowed Dixon to take a clear win 
ahead of last year’s novice champion and early race leader Anthony Haywood (Kawasaki 
600). Behind the leading pair Josh Leaning (Yamaha 600) got the better of a freight train 
of riders after working his way forward from a poor start. Sunday’s second race was 
completed on the third attempt after delays for two first lap incidents; a massive 9 
machine pile up on the approach to the first corner and Dan Cappell’s highside at the exit 
of the chicane; thankfully nobody was seriously injured. With Dixon, McLean and Leaning 
choosing not to take part Chris Coates (Yamaha 600) took the win from Robert Brown 
(Yamaha 600), in a much depleted field. Twelve riders finished in a class that boasted a 
full grid of 40 for Saturday’s first race. 
 

 
SS600 - #24 Josh Leaning 
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Mark Dicken (Photobikes Yamaha) got the defence of his Pre-Injection 600 championship 
off to a good start with a convincing win in race one. However, in race two as he was 
tracking down early race leader Stuart Haslam, his engine stuttered and stopped – a 
dropped valve. After all the off season preparation a disconsolate Dicken had to sit out 
the rest of the weekend and watch his rivals rack up the points. It is unclear yet whether 
Dicken will be able to raise the funds to rebuild the motor and compete at the next round. 
With Dicken out, Haslam took a clear win ahead of Sean Robinson and Chris Smith. 
Sunday’s first race entertained spectators as Haslam, Robinson and Smith exchanged 
places. Smith lead as they crossed the line on the last lap but a too defensive line allowed 
both Haslam and Robinson past and, though he tried to fight back, he had to settle for 
third. Robinson just pipping Haslam to the line with less than a second covering the top 
three. Robinson won the last race after passing early leader Haslam. Darren Bowe had 
an excellent ride to get the last podium position holding off a slow starting Smith. Smith 
set a new club lap record on the last lap as he tried to catch the leaders (all riding 
Yamaha 600). 
 

 
PI600 – 2009 champion #7 Mark Dicken  
 
Like Dicken, Rob Simcock started the defence of his Thunderbike championship well 
taking quite a commanding win ahead of last season’s main rival Jamie Harrison and 
setting a new lap record. Harrison had his work cut out fending off newcomer to the class 
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Mike Horberry. Though new to Thunderbikes, Horberry is a seasoned campaigner having 
previously raced a 1000 Yamaha against Bellworthy and co. Ivan Lintin made it four 
Suzuki 750’s in the first four places. A broken exhaust prevented regular Thunderbike 
front runner Charlie Wilson (Yamaha 1000) from challenging the Suzuki riders. Wilson’s 
challenge in race two was less successful – a repaired exhaust meant the engine was 
back up to full power but a mistake going into the complex resulted in him falling off his 
machine. The second race was won by a fast starting Ivan Lintin but not before a race 
long battle was completed between Simcock, Harrison and Horberry. Horberry dropped 
off the pace towards the end with Harrison just pipping Simcock to the line, to take 
second. Simcock’s consolation being that he again lowered the lap record. Sunday’s first 
race was another classic. Lintin, Harrison and Horberry battling for the early lead with 
Simcock stalking them. Mid race Simcock made his move passing Harrison and Horberry 
into Clervaux before lining up and passing the Lintin down the back straight going into 
Tower. His charge to the front came to a halt one corner later as his front tyre unloaded 
as he tipped into the Jim Clarke Esses. The last race started without Simcock who had 
damaged his hand in the earlier fall but was just as exciting. Lintin again led off the line 
with Horberry and Harrison in pursuit. Horberry took the lead going into the hairpin at the 
expense of drive out and Lintin powered past back into the lead. Horberry fought back at 
Tower but ran wide on the exit allowing Lintin back past.  
 

 
Thunderbikes - #90 Jamie Harrison, #30 Mike Horberry and #31 Rob Simcock 
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Horberry was weakest out of the hairpin allowed Harrison past and he now tried to pass 
Lintin. A pass in to Tower was rebuffed as Lintin cut back across his nose. The three were 
nose to tail coming into the Complex for the last time and though Horberry tried a pass he 
was out dragged from the hairpin on the run to the finish. Lintin took the win from Harrison 
and Horberry.  
 
As with the Thunderbike’s, you don’t need quantity but rather quality for a good race. 
Though only six F1 outfits lined up on the mixed grid alongside about fourteen F2 outfits, 
they stole the show. The first three races were good but Sunday’s last race was a classic 
– my notes started with the word “madness”. Barry James/Carl Morgan and Scot 
Lawrie/Tony Belsey were side by side through Clervaux at the start of the race. James 
just getting the edge, applied too much power putting his outfit in to a side ways drift. With 
the pursuing pack taking avoiding action Lawrie/Belsey lost out in the ensuing melee. 
James emerged out of the smoke and dust as the leader followed by Phil Bell/Ashley 
Hawes. The pair made good their escape as Lawrie/Belsey were demoted to sixth. It took 
a couple of laps for Bell/Hawes to hunt down James/Morgan before passing them on the 
brakes into Tower. James/Morgan responded the following lap with an audacious, or 
should that be optimistic, passing attempt into Tower. From 50 yards back it seemed as if 
they hadn’t bothered braking. Sweeping past Bell/Hawes into Tower, James/Morgan 
disappeared into a cloud of smoke as the outfit snapped sideways – Bell/Hawes 
appeared out of the confusion in the lead with James/Morgan snapping at their heals. 
Though the pair were tripping over each other, the pace they were setting wasn’t allowing 
Lawrie/Belsey to close the gap, however hard they tried. As they approached the end of 
the penultimate lap James/Morgan were trying everything to get past Bell/Hawes. Trying 
either side on the run through the Complex Bell/Hawes defended well and got better drive 
out of the hairpin. As they ran into Clervaux for the last time a backmarker came into play. 
James/Morgan boxed Bell/Hawes in behind the backmarker and they managed to drive 
round the outside of the pair of them through Hawthorns. This gave them a slight 
advantage onto the back straight and they managed to hold off Bell/Hawes into Tower. 
Bell/Hawes tried to pass at every opportunity but James/Morgan managed to hold them 
off to the line. Lawrie/Belsey coming in a distant third though with the consolation that 
they had set a new lap record in the previous race and it still stood – just. The race 
between the F1 outfits somewhat overshadowed the F2 race. Dave Atkinson/Phil Knapton 
winning the first races on Saturday and Sunday. Steve Kershaw/Rob Wilson winning 
Saturday’s second race and Ian Bell/Carl Bell winning Sunday’s second race. 
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F2 Sidecars – Dave Atkins & Phil Knapton in the Complex 
 
After a disastrous 2009 season plagued by machine problems Richie Welsh (Yamaha 
400) has got ex 400 racer, Leo Aldersley of NM Tuning to prepare his engines and he got 
his 2010 season off to a perfect start by winning all four races as his main challengers 
struggled. Dan Williams (Honda 250) could lap at Welsh’s pace but he struggled to get 
the machine off the line typically losing 15 places and leaving himself too much to do. 
Pushing to make up lost ground he crashed out of Saturday’s second race at the 
Complex, though generally ok, the Doctors ruled him unfit to race. The Leaning brothers 
challenge was held back by gear selector problems. Josh Leaning (Kawasaki 400) 
lending his machine to younger brother Will sat out Saturday’s second race. With Roger 
Middleton supplying Josh with a machine for Sunday both brothers were out to challenge 
Welsh. Will, last seasons F400 novice champion led the last race until selector problems 
slowed him allowing first brother Josh and then Welsh to pass him. Hopefully the pair will 
sort their problems before the next round at Cadwell. Ian Pattison on what he described 
as ‘his wife’s shopping trolley’ a Kawasaki ER650, won Saturday’s two Mini-Thunderbike 
races, William Dunlop Honda 125 winning Sunday’s races. As usual the Wigley twins Matt 
and Kurt on their Moriwaki MD250 entertained the crowd. Showing no fear they 
embarrassed many larger and faster machines with their audacious overtaking moves 
through the Complex and around Hawthorns. 
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F400/Mini-ThunderBike - #32 Will Leaning leading #6 Wiliam Dunlop 
 
With National Super Stock 1000 competitor Billy Mellor (Honda 1000) starting from the 
back of the grid Daz Bellworthy (Suzuki 1000) took the win in Saturday’s first 751-1300 
race. But he had to first pass a fast starting Liam Marchant (Yamaha 1000) and fend off 
an attack from Kerrigan Read (Suzuki 1000). Mellor lapping two seconds a lap faster than 
the rest of the field almost caught Bellworthy, just over a tenth of a second separating the 
pair as they crossed the line. Mellor went on to take easy wins in the Allcomers and 
second 751 – 1300 race leaving Bellworthy, Marchant and Read to fight over the lower 
podium places. With Mellor not racing on Sunday normal order was restored with 
Bellworthy winning the races from Read and Marchant, Marchant being given a 10 
second penalty for a jump start in the first race promoting Lee Wilson (Suzuki 1000) to 
third. 
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751- 1300 Race Machines - #80 Lee Wilson 
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Snippets 
 
The slidey car grid was down one outfit as the French team of Claude were refused entry 
in to the UK. After a 4 hour drive from Le Mans to Calais the team discovered that they 
had left a passport behind. Other forms of identification including their national ID card 
were deemed insufficient so the team had no choice but to turn back repelled by the UK 
border agency.  
 
One of the pre-season favourites for the F2 title Dave de Mott didn’t have the best of 
starts to the season being forced to retire from race 1 with fuelling problems. 
 
Ian and Carl Bell’s F2 had a coming together with Phil Bell’s F1 in Sunny In. From the 
commentary box we just saw the underside of an outfit. Another pair in the wars were the 
Bell’s team mates David Lillie and Lee Watson - looks like Lee ended up in the mud. 
 

 
F2 Sidecars – #81 David Lillie and Lee Watson 
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After a dismal 2009 season, Mike Olding has finally got his beautiful Tyga kitted RGV 
going properly. Mike a former PI1300 champion was finally getting to grips with the little 
machine when a momentary lapse of concentration going through Jim Clarke Esses 
resulted in him clipping a kerb and losing the front. Thankfully Mike is ok if a little knocked 
about but the RGV didn’t fair as well. Hopefully he will be up and about for Cadwell. 
 
Sitting up in a warm commentary booth I must say I was impressed with Anthony 
Haywood’s performance. Recovering from a warm up lap tumble in the first race when he 
lost the front brake he led a race and had a good second place finish in a very strong field 
on Sunday. 
 
The entry to the Complex caught a number of riders out apart from Anthony. Dan Williams 
and Charlie Wilson all did a bit of body surfing on the infield mud. But I think the body 
surfing prize must go to first time racer Jordan Giddings who went down going into the 
Complex and then a race or two later repeated his performance finishing it off with an 
elegant bow to the amusement of the spectators. 
 
The ‘I will finish at all costs’ award must go to Anthony Park in Sunday’s last F600 race. 
Having got through the chaos at the first corner on the first attempt at running the race, 
then having avoided the incident at the chicane on the second restart Anthony was 
running well until his bike ‘conked-out’ in the Complex on the last lap. Determined to finish 
Anthony paddled the bike around the hairpin reaching the finish line last but to a round of 
applause. With the field so depleted it earned him championship points. 
 
Phil Hyde had a few engine problems prior to Croft and ended up using Paul Ellerker’s 
motor. The rebuilt engine didn’t run properly so was returned in the bike to the builder. 
Bike left in van overnight – heavy frost – one cracked engine block. Engine rebuilt. Start 
engine – bike overheats. Water pump sheared. Swap to engine builders spare engine 
same problem sheared water pump. With time running out and desperation setting in fits 
spare standard engine – this blows up at Croft on Friday.  At this point Paul Ellerker steps 
in with his engine though Phil has to run it in 675 Qualifying.  
 
Not sure Freddy Pett was too happy. Out on a brand new Triumph 675 Freddy was 
getting in a bit of track time prior to the start of the 675 race series. He struggled to get to 
grips with the machine which wasn’t helped by a high side out of the chicane, then 
running into the gravel at Clervaux with no brakes and finally his exhaust falling off when 
the bracket snapped. 
 
Dean Hair was out on bit of quality kit – rumour control was that Dean has two of the 
Parkalgar Honda’s from 2009. Peter Clifford was seen in the pits helping out with data 
logging on the Motec system – nice…. 
 
Bad boys.. Daz Bellworthy, Kerrigan Read, Liam Marchant and Phil Burgess-Lowe end up 
at the back of the grid on Sunday. They were caught loitering in their garage to maximise 
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time with tyre warmers on. Result they arrived too late in assembly. Timely arrival in 
assembly is important to ensure we get decent race length.  
 

 
#66 Freddy Pett. Note his two stroke background – got a finger covering the clutch ;o)  
 
New Lap Records 
Congratulations to 

Chris Smith  
PI600 lap record 1’30.16” 

John Simpson  
SS600 lap record 1’26.65” 
675 Allcomers lap record 1’27.54” 

Jamie Harrison 
Thunderbike lap record 1’28.27” 

Scott Lawrie/Ashley Hawes 
F1 lap record 1’28.13” 

Stephen Kershaw/Rob Wilson 
F2 lap record 1’31.48” 


