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Welcome, to the first of our electronic news letters. The aim is to distribute one after each round 
as a summary of what happened and what is coming up. This first one has been produced in a bit 
of a rush to try and get it out before Cadwell and hopefully future ones will expand a little on 
rider’s tales and adventures. Producing any such document takes a lot of time and effort and is 
made much easier if riders contribute. If you have a story to tell, sponsor to mention etc then 
either PM on the forum or email me at mark.jordan@dpmcc.co.uk 
 
Richard Glover has kindly provided the photos for this edition. If you have any photos you would 
like to include please send them to me and I will try to get them in.  
 
I will include a for sale section in future editions so if you have anything to add again contact me.  
 
Next edition will hopefully appear a couple of weeks after the Cadwell round. Entries for Cadwell 
are looking good if you want to race get in touch with John or Jim as space is now very limited. 
 
Read your regs for Cadwell. Solo grids will be 3 bikes per row. 
 
 
Next Event 
Cadwell Park Bank Holiday meeting 3 rd/4th May 
If you would like an entry contact 
Entries Secretary  – John Frakes  01159735413 
Race Director   - Jim Hinchliffe 01623 636880 
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Croft Review 
 
A record breaking start to Derby Phoenix’s 2009 season at Croft saw lap records tumble. Overcast, windy, 
but dry weather on Saturday gave way to a glorious sunny Sunday, giving competitors a cracking start to 
the season and allowing spectators to enjoy some excellent sport.  
 
Racing got under way with the sidecars. The Lawson Surfacing F1 Sidecar Championship saw national 
runners Simon Gilbert/Phil Knapton (Suzuki LCR) take four wins, though they lapped under lap record pace, 
with the new record going to Ken Knapton/Tony Belsey (Suzuki). A pre-season favourite, Barry James, 
didn’t get the best of starts. He was sidelined in the first race when regular passenger, Ellie Jordan, opted 
not to race at the end of the sighting lap. Heath Lane, passenger for last years F1 champion Tim Anthill, 
stepped in for the second race but that was short lived as, during the race, Lane broke his hand after 
missing a hand hold going over some bumps. Sunday proved better with Phil Hyde stepping into the chair 
and James finally got his season going with a fourth and a third. Other championship hopefuls Tim 
Lobley/Darren Tritton, (Lawson Surfacing TLR Suzuki), had machine problems on the Saturday, but got out 
on Sunday after James lent them his spare engine. Luck was just not with the sidecar competitors, another 
with problems was F2 competitor Dave De Mott. Having taken a win in race one, a bump jammed the floor 
tray against the gear lever in race 2 putting them out and leaving Neal Kelly/Jason O’Conner to take the 
win. Sunday didn’t get any better with De Mott losing his passenger Kev Jones on the bumps in the 
complex. Kelly again made the most of De Mott’s woes to take his second win. With De Mott taking it steady 
with stand in passenger Colin Walker, Kelly made it a hat trick with a win in the last race and now takes a 
comfortable lead in the D L Holmes F2 Championship to Cadwell. 
 

 
#87 Tim Lobley/Darren Tritton Leading #14 Simon Christie/Carl Morgan 
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Qualifying for the Pidcock Motorcycles Allcomers saw Kerrigan Read (Suzuki 1000) take pole 
from Daz Bellworthy (Suzuki 1000), Mike Horberry (Yamaha 1000) and class rookie, last years 
Thunderbike champion, Jon Otter (Suzuki 1000). Read’s team mate James Ward (Suzuki 1000) 
taking fifth ahead of Liam merchant (Yamaha 1000). The opening laps of Saturdays race saw 
Read and Marchant take the lead, whilst Bellworthy sized up the opposition. On lap 3 Bellworthy 
opened up the taps, passing both Read and Marchant in the space of a couple of corners and 
was lapping almost a second a lap ahead of the field, allowing him to take an easy win. Behind 
him, as Read faded, a battle developed between Marchant and Horberry for second with 
Marchant getting the better of the dual, with Read a fairly distant fourth. Sundays qualifying saw 
the same six on the front of the grid, though this time Bellworthy took pole by almost a second 
from Read. Sundays race saw a spirited ride from Read as he challenged Bellworthy for the front, 
but again Bellworthy had just that little in hand over race distance allowing him to take the win. 
 

 
 

#166 Christian Slater and #100 Kerrigan Read power out of Tower 
 
The 1000’s were out again in the 100% Suspension 751 -1300 Class. Bellworthy showing 
everybody who is boss by taking all four wins. Although on Saturday Read and Horberry pushed 
him hard and on Sunday Marchant upped his game to challenge Bellworthy. Marchant’s rides 
earning him Sunday’s rider of the day award from the club Marshalls.  
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#1 Daz Bellworthy – Suzuki 1000 
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With three easy wins and a new lap record, the Co-Ordit Racing F600 Class was dominated by 
the Mike McLean the current ‘Laird of Croft’. In the first race, as the field sorted themselves out 
after the long winter break, Shane Colbrook followed McLean home for a distant second, with 
Nick Green third, just ahead of novice Terence McConnachie. McConnachie continued to impress 
across the weekend his spirited riding keeping him inside the top six in all races and top novice. 
Race 2 again saw McLean check out, leaving Shane Colbrook in lonely pursuit. Behind Colbrook 
Dominic Usher (Yamaha 600), Alan Tanton (Yamaha 600), Luke Tansley (Kawasaki 600) and 
McConnachie were involved in a tussle for the last podium place. At the line, less than a second 
separated the four riders as Usher took third from Tanton. Sunday’s first race was a strung out 
affair after McLean smashed the lap record taking almost 2 seconds of Mick Daley’s time. Usher 
came home ahead of Colbrook and Tansley. In the final race, with McLean going out on the 
penultimate lap whilst holding a commanding lead, Usher took the win from Tanton, Colbrook and 
Tansley after a race long fight between the four riders. In the mean time reigning F600 champion 
Ian Fleetwood had a weekend he would rather forget. Struggling with funding, Fleetwood fielded a 
standard machine right down to suspension and exhaust. The first race was short lived when the 
clutch failed on the line. Even though he went faster than he had ever gone at Croft, Fleetwood 
didn’t think that two sevenths and an eighth place reflected how hard he had to race. Fleetwood 
will miss Cadwell, but has promised to be ‘back with a vengeance’ at Anglesey. 
 

 
 

Elbows tucked in #4 Mike McLean on his way to a new F600 lap record 
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The AIC Derby Thunderbikes gave the spectators both a visual and aural treat as the booming 
twins battled with the screaming fours. A closely fought first race saw Rob Simcock (Clearview 
Suzuki 750) sneak a win from Jamie Harrison and John Coughlan (Aprilia 1000), less than a 
second covering the three as they crossed the line. Mike Moulai (Ducati 999) took fourth ahead of 
an unhappy Charlie Wilson (Yamaha 1000). Race two saw these five competing for the lead again 
– with the lead changing regularly - Moulai looked good for a first win as he led at the start of the 
penultimate lap, but it all ended as he highsided exiting Sunny Out. With Moulai out, Simcock took 
the win from Harrison and Coughlan. Having admonished himself for ragged riding on Saturday, 
Wilson calmed down for Sunday’s races taking two comfortable wins and setting a new PI1300 
lap record in the process. Simcock, second to Wilson in Sunday’s first race, set a new 
Thunderbike record as he tried to keep Wilson in his sights.  
 

 
 

Thunderbikes #92 Sam Smeeton Honda SP1 
 
A winter of preparation for both man and machine paid off for Mark ‘Oddy’ Hodgson (Lawson 
Surfacing Yamaha 600) as he kicked off his 2009 season with his first win and the PI600 lap 
record. Mark Dicken (Yamaha 600) taking second from Chris Smith Alpha Yamaha 600. Though 
fourth, some 12 seconds behind Hodgson, Sean Robinson (Yamaha 600) had been closing on 
the leaders after starting from the back of the grid. Robinson confirmed his race one pace by 
taking the win in race 2 from Hodgson and Dicken. Robinson’s lead in race three came to an end 
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when he tumbled out at the chicane, allowing Mark Dicken to make the most of this misfortune 
and take his maiden win. A slow starting Hodgson came home third behind an improving Chris 
Kingham (Yamaha 600). In the final race, with Robinson not starting, Hodgson streaked off the 
line making almost two seconds by Tower on the first lap. Gradually pulling away from the battle 
for second, Hodgson took the win ahead of Kingham who got the better of Dicken, after a race 
long scrap. Smith had been in the mix until a clip-on slipped round going through Jim Clark Esses 
resulting in a high speed excursion on to the run off area and the subsequent visit to the pits to fix 
the problem, effectively eliminating Smith from the race. Mixed in with the PI600s, the Steelie 
races were all won by Les Smith from Keith Hauxwell and novice Craig Bell. 
 

 
 

PI600 #86 Chris Smith - Yamaha 600 
 
 
The Grip’n’Rip F400 Championship entertained the crowds with some excellent close racing. 
Freddy Pett (Aprilia 250) took the first race from Paul Ellerker (Alpha Kawasaki 400) and Richie 
Welsh (Yamaha 400) after a race long battle. Pett carried phenomenal corner speed to 
compensate for his machines lack of straight line speed. With Pett tumbling out at the start of race 
2, forcing Welsh on to the grass, Ellerker took a comfortable win from Kingsley Ruddy on the 
RMKD prepared Kawasaki 400 and Alan Armour (Suzuki 250), with Dan Williams (Honda 250) 
harrying Armour all the way to the finish. Race 3 saw Pett starting at the back and Welsh sidelined 
on the start line with a machine problem. Ellerker showed he may be the man to beat with another 
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win. 15 year old Ruddy showed maturity beyond his years to resist the pressure from Williams to 
take second – worth keeping an eye on this lad. The ten laps of the last race were scorching and 
provided a fitting finale to a great weekends racing. With Ellerker making the most of his pole 
position to take a start to finish victory, the chasing pack were involved in a massive tussle for 
second. Initially Ruddy, Armour and Phil Hyde (Alpha Kawasaki 400) were battling; Pett after a 
poor start caught them up to make it a four way fight; then Hyde dropped off the pace only to be 
replaced by Welsh making up time from a back row start. Pett ran onto the grass going through 
backmarkers in Jim Clark Esses but fought back to rejoin the chasing group; Welsh out of his seat 
several times through the complex as he tried to push pass Armour just couldn’t make the move. 
Going into the last two laps a towel would have covered all four. With places changing until the 
final corner, Welsh, after a cracking ride from the back of the grid, took second from Armour, Pett 
and Ruddy. The top four finishers lapping just shy of Michael Saunders F400 lap record. 
 

 
F400 - #3 Paul Ellerker, #48 Richie Welsh and #66 Freddy Pett 

 
On Saturday with the meeting running smoothly, and riders behaving, the Club was able to put on 
an extra 10 lap race for novices. Backing up his excellent rides in the F600 class Terry 
McConnachie took a dominant win and with it, Saturday’s Marshalls award for rider of the day. 
Simon Rooms (Suzuki 750) taking second from Anthony Haywood Yamaha 600 in third. 
 
All photos by Richard Glover 
www.photobikes.com 


